


Letter from the Director : “Just press play in order to make a difference” 
 

When scoping out future colleges, one of the many factors that future freshman 
look into are living arrangements. I talked to various people about pros and cons living 
on campus for their freshman year and got all the common answers one would expect. How-
ever, for me, I knew that living in residence halls was going to be my experience because 
living on campus was always advertised as an essential part of the “college experience.” 
Like every other freshman I was very excited for but at the same time I was VERY nerv-
ous and had my doubts. Little did I know, living on campus at New Mexico State would be 
the best decision I could have made because I choose to press play in order to make a dif-
ference on in other residents’ lives.  

 The first student organization I got involved with was Hall Council. I was quickly 
elected President and I began to focus my energy and effort on my duties. A few weeks in-
to school, after all the parents left welcome week ended, the homework load started to 
pile up. It was only then that I noticed the monster of homesickness rearing its ugly 
head. This caused a significant attitude change in our residents. This negative shift be-
came our council’s motivation to do our part. We wanted to really get our residents in-
volved in positive programs so that a new community—a true home away from home—could 
be formed. Whether it was through highly advertised, highly attended programs, or 
whether it was through a simple knock on the door to wish them a Happy Halloween and 
give them candy, we didn’t want anyone to feel alone or unwanted. A lot of those simple 
knocks even led to long, deep conversations about how they were doing; conversations 
mostly pertaining to how they were adjusting to college life and dealing with the stress. 
As a Council, truly making this difference in our residents’ lives by building community 
was the main goal we set for the year. As President, it is my responsibility to make sure 
that we do not lose sight of this goal. 

  A couple months into school, one of my neighbors--who happens to be the RHA 
treasurer--talked to me about going to a RHA meeting. I was already very interested on 
learning more about RHA since we already work so closely with them for Hall Council. I 
went and instantly felt I was among people just as passionate as I was about making a 
difference. I could definitely feel the positive energy, which was noticeably contagious. 
Before I knew it I threw in a few new ideas of my own. I have been hooked ever since. In 
college I have quickly come to realize that being among young leaders who are highly 
ambitions is absolutely inspiring. This notion was only confirmed through my experience 
at IACURH. All the people I have come to know through Hall Council, RHA, and IACURH 
have pressed play and have been doing their part as leaders to make a difference in 
their campus communities and inspire me to do the same. 

 I got involved with Council, RHA and IACURH because I wanted to truly make a dif-
ference for residents on my campus like the many role models I have seen in these or-
ganizations. I chose to press play the minute I set foot on my campus and it just so hap-
pened that the first scene was through Council, then through RHA, and through IACURH. 
But it cannot stop there. Becoming complacent as a leader is not an option and I will 
continue to be involved as in many areas of Student Affairs, particularly through Hous-
ing. Council, RHA, and IACURH appealed to me from the start because I strongly believe 
that improving residents' life can make or break a college experience. I believe that 
residence halls can build a strong community, which therefore helps the students feel 
more at home and appreciated. I have truly found my "niche" on campus and have a passion 
for leaving RHA better than I found it and truly making a difference. I pressed play 
and I look forward to helping other residents press their play button in whatever their 
particular “niche” happens to be. 

 

 

Action! 

 

Carla Villareal 
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President of Piñon Hall Council -  

 Creates meeting agendas 

 Runs meetings 

 Facilitates community programs for Piñon residents 

After recently being elected as Hall President, Carla lead her Hall Council to host their 
first program, “The Newly Friend Game” 

 The point of this program was for our residents to meet their neighbors in a fun and 
interesting way. This program is very similar to speed dating and the Newlywed Game. We put 
our residents’ memories to the test and quizzed them on how much they learned about their 
neighbors, based on a set of creative questions our council provided. As an incentive both 
of the participants in the winning pair  received gift cards to our bookstore. This program 
was well attended and ran very smoothly. 

 During the event, Carla realized the energy of the game began to plateau. She quickly 
reevaluated the strategy with her council and came up with a way to put a dramatic twist 
on the game. The new addition made the residents excited and other residents began to join 
in on the fun.  

 After each round of the game a pair of friends would be eliminated, but since the 
game had such high intensity most of the students stayed around to cheer on their peers.  

 As the first program for Piñon Hall, it was a very well attended and a low cost event. 
The cost of the program was a total of $70.00, with $50.00 spent on two gift cards for the 
winners of the game and $20.00 spent on refreshments. 75 Piñon residents attended this 
event and it was a night filled with friendly competition and laughter.  

  “Trick or Treat” 

 As college students age, we grow too large and tall to pull off the door to door treat 
or treating. It is quite depressing to miss out on all the free candy during this spooky 
time. Piñon’s hall council didn't want their residents to go without this Halloween season. 
The council went around to every resident’s door and handed out a piece of candy and were 
invited to the Piñon movie room for popcorn and scary movies. The event only cost about 
$25.00 and more than 150+ residents benefited from this treat! 

  “Study Break” 

 Finals Week is a stressful time nationwide for college students. Piñon’s Hall Council 
wanted to alleviate some of that stress and provide their residents with a quick getaway 
during studying time. In the lobby of Piñon the Hall Council provided hot chocolate, cook-
ies, and a touch of Christmas with mint candy canes. About 50 residents dropped by to enjoy 
a stress-free getaway. 

  “Pots and Pans” 

 As a resident of Piñon’s traditional residence hall, Carla often cooks in the commu-
nity kitchen for late night snacks and Sunday dinners. At the beginning of the semester 
she noticed there was a need for a community set of pots and pans so residents like her-

self may be able to cook. Carla researched affordable options and submitted a funding re-
quest for this purchase. The residents of Piñon Hall have Carla to thank for their full 
stocked kitchens with pots, pans, dishes, and cooking utensils.  

 

 

Spring 2014 

Carla is a very driven and forward thinking president; she has lead her council to plan 
all the staple event for Spring 2014. Their upcoming plans include: 

  “Basketball Prep Rally” 

Piñon wants to rally all NMSU men's basketball fans and host a prep rally to ramp up some 
excitement. To get as many students involved as possible, this event will be a partnership 
between Piñon’s Hall Council and RHA's Crimson Crew Chair (director of athletic relations 
for RHA).  

  “Pizza Anyone?” 

Piñon’s Hall Council is choosing to select a random Friday this semester and hand out pizza 
to get residents ready for the weekend. 

  “Beach Bash” 

Piñon is responsible for hosting the annual spring Beach Bash for the residence hall. This 
staple event brings students from all the halls together to celebrate spring time and the 
closing of the semester. Large inflatable slides, water balloon fights, ice cream, music, and 
slip n' slides will be provided for the students. This event is a chance to get wet and 
bring in the heat with Piñon Hall Council. 
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 “Carla is helpful with keeping 

me on the right track and be-

ing productive. She is easy to 

get along with and someone you 

can always count on.” 

Tanveer Bhullar, NMSU Basket-

ball player, Tutored by Carla 

IACURH 2013 Delegate -  

 Presented a program 

  Stuff the Bus 

   With high unemployment 
and an increase in budget cuts, children 
need more help getting school supplies than 
almost ever before. Stuff the Bus is a fun, 
philanthropic program that helps connect 
the university students to their local com-
munity, while helping children in need. 

 Helped with award-winning video Roll 
Call 

 NMSU’s photographer for the IACURH 
conference 

 Heavily involved in NMSU’s success at 
IACURH 

  Carla always came early and 
stayed late for the delegate meetings. She 
constantly volunteered to help out with eve-
ry aspect of the preparation. While at 
IACURH she took great notes on programs 
that she wants to bring back to NMSU and 
was a social butterfly, networking with oth-
er delegates from across the region. 

Tutors athletes in her Hall 

Teaches Religious Education to children at her Church 

Volunteers at Casa de Peregrinos, a homeless shelter 

Volunteers at Brothers of the Good Shepherd, a homeless shelter 

Christmas Caroling at Nursing Homes over winter break 

3.9 GPA 

Dean’s List 

Crimson Scholar 

Works at the Registrar’s Office 

 Student Aide in charge of Com-
mencement 

  Carla is only a freshman, 
yet has been given a position that is 
usually reserved for only seniors. In 
this position she responds to emails 
from students regarding commencement, 
sends updates to commencement employ-
ees, puts together commencement folders 
for each students. Carla also attends 
and presents at commencement meetings 
to university employees, helps with the 
Graduation Fair, updates the social me-
dia sites, runs errands, answer calls, 
and makes copies. 

   

 Also works in the Vault 

  Carla files papers and has 
a few other responsibilities. She helps 
with the Purge, which is purging any 
student’s file that hasn’t attended in 
the last six years. She also helps with 
the Roll In, which is putting new stu-
dents’ file into the vault who have com-
pleted a semester. 

Run for the Director of Programming posi-
tion on the RHA Executive Board for the 2014
-2015 year.  

Be in the top 1% of on-campus residents, be 
inducted to NRHH. 

Incorporate community service in at least 5 
programs throughout the year. 

Write 2 or more OTMs per month. 

Return to IACURH and bring back at least 5 
programs. 

Survey residents to find out the types of 
programs they would like to attend. 

Become more involved with Student Affairs. 

Maintain a 3.7 GPA or higher. 



“Carla is an innovative, creative, and engaging 

leader who utilizes her excellent organizational 

skills to engage everyone in our Hall Council. 

Carla’s enthusiasm is contagious and spreads like 

wildfire throughout our council and into the 

events we put on. Her ability to communicate and 

be flexible has transformed our hall council 

from a couple of college kids into a functional 

organization that puts on awesome events!”  

Kelcie Gerry, Piñon Hall Council’s Vice President 

“Carla is a great leader who not only consist-

ently goes above and beyond, but she also goes 

after new ideas and fresh opinions. She was a 

great asset to the NMSU IACURH 2013 Delegation 

and to our success at the conference! 

Chelsea Jordan, NMSU RHA NCC 

“Carla has been excited about Hall Council 

since the first meeting. As soon as elections 

came up, Carla excitedly ran for President 

and, upon winning, her excitement only grew. 

As President of Piñon Hall Council, Carla 

has done an excellent job at keeping the 

meeting interesting as well as making sure 

everything gets done right, even if she has 

to do it herself.” 

Michael Zoccoli, NMSU RHA Treasurer 

“Carla is such a good friend because she is always 

there no matter what. There is no mood that Carla 

can't bring me out of and she always brightens my 

day. She is so out there and kind to everyone. Carla 

is very involved in her hall and general community 

and always gives 110%” 

Donna Berardinelli, Carla's high school best friend  
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Movies are very complicated things to 

create. They are works of art, with 

many different moving pieces. In order 

to create a movie you have to have a 

vision, drive, leadership skills, and 

dedication. 

Making a difference in your on-campus 

community is almost exactly the same. 

When a student leader has those skills, 

they are bound to succeed, just like a 

filmmaker. And the “film” that results 

ends up as a piece of art with lots of 

thought put into it. 

When a filmmaker has a finished prod-

uct, a work of art, they strive to go 

onto bigger and better things. This 

year Carla had blockbuster success and 

it is only the beginning of her career.  
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December 18, 2013 

Dear Selection Committee,  

As someone with direct interaction with Carla Villareal, it is my honor to write this letter 

supporting the recommendation for the OCM First Year Experience Award. Carla has shown im-

mense growth in leadership qualities even in just one semester as the Piñon Hall Council President. 

Her commitment to her fellow residents is a wonderful asset to Piñon Hall. She has embraced what 

it means to build community by being innovative and passionate about the programs that the Hall 

Council has put on.  

Carla is the type of student who has enthusiasm in everything that she does. She is not afraid 

to speak out for what is right and to voice her opinion for the betterment of her NMSU community. 

She goes above and beyond what is expected in a student by having a positive attitude that is en-

couraging, not only to her close acquaintances, but to those who come into the least bit of contact 

with her. She holds a great balance of sharing her knowledge and leadership skills and helping oth-

ers to grow in their own developmental journey as college students. She fosters the growth of other 

residents by branching out and taking initiative to engage others in all that she does, a quality that I 

find rare among her immediate peers.  

As a first-year student at NMSU, Carla has embodied student engagement and leadership. I, 

for one, cannot wait to see what she is capable of in her future at NMSU and beyond. I am proud to 

call her a resident of Piñon Hall, President of the Piñon Hall Hall Council and an asset to the 

NMSU community as a whole. It is these qualities that make Carla Villareal the most fitting candi-

date for the OCM First Year Experience Award.  

Thank you for you sincere consideration, 

Courtney Spivak 

Resident Director, Piñon Hall & Greek Complex 
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Elvis - http://wp-images.emusic.com/assets/2011/11/MI0001414654-
1024x760.jpg  

 

Marilyn - http://www.doctormacro.com/Images/Monroe,%20Marilyn/Annex/
Annex%20-%20Monroe,%20Marilyn_013.jpg 
Test Pattern - http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1b/
RCA_Indian_Head_test_pattern.JPG 
Explosion - http://www.mikascreations.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/
nuke_explosion.jpg 

Megaphone - http://www.allmoviereplicas.com/store/files/images/large/
d_8849.jpg 

Play symbols - http://www.dailyfreepsd.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/
Media-Player-Pause-fast-forward-backward-button-icon-vector.jpg 

Audrey Hepburn - http://images4.fanpop.com/image/photos/21700000/
Audrey-Hepburn-audrey-hepburn-21767048-1778-2560.jpg 

Elizabeth Taylor - http://images4.fanpop.com/image/photos/21000000/
Elizabeth-Taylor-elizabeth-taylor-21004077-672-800.jpg 

DeLorean - http://schmoesknow.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/back-to-
the-future-delorean.jpg 

Clapperboard - http://www.partysrus.ca/sites/default/files/
imagecache/product_full/24992-348715-3-600.jpg 

James Dean - http://images1.fanpop.com/images/image_uploads/James-
Dean-Wallpaper-james-dean-930848_1024_768.jpg  
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